
National Association of Blacks in Criminal Justice 
53rd ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND TRAINING INSTITUTE 

The Grand Hyatt Tampa Bay | 2900 Bayport Drive, Tampa, FL 33607  
“The Double Standard Dilemma:  

How Can We Lead Globally Without Justice at Home?” 

Friday, July 24, 2026 

2:00 pm-6:00 pm Conference Preparation Snowy Egret 

Saturday, July 25, 2026 

10:00 am – 12:00 pm Community Youth Summit NAACP Hillsborough 
County 

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm National Board of Directors Meeting Starling 

Sunday, July 26, 2026 

11:00 am -1:00 pm Interfaith Worship Service       Audubon Ballroom 

1:00 pm-5:00 pm Conference Registration  Audubon Foyer 

1:00 pm -5:00 pm                                                   Exhibits                                                                                           Audubon Foyer 

4:00 pm – 5:00 pm Vendor Reception Audubon Foyer 

6:00 pm- 8:00 pm Rev. Warren Dolphus Gospel Extravaganza                  Audubon Ballroom 

8:00 pm – 11:00 pm Hospitality  

Monday, July 27, 2026 

7:00 am-7:45 am Chapel Services Audubon D 
 

7:00 am-4:00 pm Conference Registration  
** Please note registration will be closed during the Opening Session ** Audubon Foyer 

8:00 am-10:00 am Opening Session Audubon Ballroom 

10:00 am–10:15 am Break  

10:15 am – 6:00 pm Exhibits Audubon Foyer 

10:15 am – 12:15 pm Concurrent Workshops  

Monday, July 27, 2026 

10:15 am - 11:45 am 
 

When Stress Changes Us: The Impact and Opportunities of 
Emotional Command Systems for Criminal Justice 

Professionals at Work and Home 
White Ibis 
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Navigating Leadership with Purpose and Resilience for 

Lasting Impact Sandhill Crane 

Lead with Soul: Leadership Skills and Mental Wellness for 
Black Students Snowy Egret 

Shattering the Cycle: Understanding and Interacting with 
Individuals Who Engage in Intimate Partner Domestic 

Violence – and How to Support People Affected by Them  
Wilson Ployer 

Connecting the Dots: Behavioral Health and Criminal Justice 
Collaboration Pelican 

12:15 pm – 4:00 pm Election of Representatives to the National Board of 
Directors Audubon Foyer 

12:15 pm – 1:30 pm  Lunch On Your Own  

1:30 pm – 3:00 pm Plenary Session         Audubon 
Ballroom 

 Concurrent Workshops  

3:15 pm - 4:45 pm 
 

Building Wealth, Not Just a Career: Financial Strategies, 
Federal Benefits, and Legacy Planning for Criminal Justice 

Professionals and Students 
White Ibis 

Restorative Practice as a Leadership Framework: Advancing 
Accountability, Healing, and Justice in the Criminal Legal 

System    
Sandhill Crane 

 Leadership in Corrections Snowy Egret 
Justice at Home: Leadership, Accountability, and Culture in 

Corrections and Juvenile Justice Systems Wilson Ployer 

From Survival to Significance: Turning Life’s Hardest 
Seasons into Impact  Pelican 

7:00 pm – 11:00 pm 

 
 

Sunset Cruise – Boat Ride 
(Tickets must be purchased in advance, not included in registration) 

 
 

Additional tickets for the Awards/Scholarship Banquet must be 
purchased by 1 pm on Tuesday, July 28, 2026 

 

 

Tuesday, July 28, 2026 
7:00 am – 7:45 am Chapel Services  Audubon D 

8:00 am – 4:00 pm Conference Registration  Audubon Foyer 

8:00 am – 11:00 am Election of Representatives to the National Board of 
Directors Audubon Foyer 
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8:00 am – 6:00 pm Exhibits Audubon Foyer 

 Concurrent Workshops  

8:00 am – 9:30 am 

Stand Up and Breathe: A Trauma-Informed Framework for 
Recovery, Accountability, and Sustainable Justice Outcomes 

for Justice-Involved Populations 
White Ibis 

Never Let Them See the Makeup Melt: Resilience in the Face 
of Vicarious Trauma  Sandhill Crane 

Rooted in Legacy, Rising in Leadership: Advancing Dr. Mary 
McLeod Bethune’s Mission Through the Development of 

Student Leaders 
Snowy Egret 

 The Cost of a Record: Moving from Punishment to 
Prevention Wilson Ployer 

 The Role of Communications in Balancing Pretrial Justice & 
Safety Pelican 

9:45 am – 11:45 am Justice Forum Audubon Ballroom 

12:15 pm – 1:30 pm  Lunch on Your Own  

 Concurrent Workshops  

1:30 pm - 3:00 pm 
 

Homegrown Justice: Lessons from Trauma-Informed 
Approaches to Improving Lives of Justice-System-Involved 

Youth 
White Ibis 

Centering Black Male Excellence: Disrupting Deficit 
Narratives in Justice, Education & Re-Entry Systems Sandhill Crane 

Building Networks, Building Futures: The Power of 
Strategic, Digital, and Experiential Engagement in Criminal 
Justice Education at Florida HBCUs 

Wilson Ployer 

From Incarceration to Integration: Ohio’s Reentry Programs Pelican 
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What Impact Will the Recent ICE Behavior Tactics Have on 
Municipal/Traditional Law Enforcement Snowy Egret 

Tuesday, July 28, 2026 

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm Student Council Meeting Audubon E 

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm President’s Council Meeting 
Audubon F 

 
 

 Concurrent Workshops  

3:15 pm - 4:45 pm 
 

Carrying the Weight: Navigating Personal and Vicarious 
Trauma in Law Enforcement White Ibis 

Centering Black Girls: Intersectional Strategies for 
Prevention, Advocacy, and Juvenile Justice Reform Sandhill Crane 

Civility as a Safety Strategy in Corrections Snowy Egret 

Resilience and Risk: A Study of Terrorism Threats and 
Prevention on College Campuses 

 
 

Pelican 

Wednesday, July 29, 2026 

7:00 am -7:45 am Chapel Services Audubon D 

8:00 am – 10:00 am Plenary Session         Audubon 
B ll  

8:00 am –12:00 pm Exhibits  Audubon Foyer 

9:00 am – 1:00 pm Correctional Tour – Hillsborough County Sheriff Registration 
Required 

Wednesday, July 29, 2026 

 

Concurrent Workshops  

10:15 am- 11:45 am 
 Justice Unlocked: Introduction to the National Barriers of 

Collateral Consequences and Post-Conviction Poverty White Ibis 

Build Your Criminal Justice Career Map: Find Your Lane Sandhill Crane 
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Black Boys Don’t Cry Out Loud: Providing a V.O.I.C.E. to a 
Muted Generation Snowy Egret 

Trauma Recovery, Resilience and Wellness Wilson Ployer 

Breaking Cycles: Identifying and Overcoming Barriers to 
Probation and Parole – A Courtroom Perspective  Pelican 

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm LUNCH ON YOUR OWN  

1:00 pm - 3:00 pm National Board of Directors Meeting (CLOSED SESSION)  Starling 

 Concurrent Workshops  

1:00 pm – 2:30 pm 

Beyond Supervision: The Parole Officer’s Role in Criminal 
Law, Legal Education, and Reentry White Ibis 

Bridging the Gap: How Legal Knowledge Transforms 
Policing, Communities, and Lives Sandhill Crane 

Wellness is Work Too: Making Space for Mental Health in 
the Workplace Snowy Egret 

Justice in the Blind Spot Wilson Ployer 

Justice Starts in the Classroom: Unifying Dual Enrollment 
and Professional Voices to Redefine Leadership Pelican 

6:00 pm -7:15 pm 

Lifetime Members Reception and Photography 
(Board Members, Conference Committee, New Lifetime 

Members, All Lifetime Members, Award Recipients, 
Scholarship Recipients) 

Audubon Foyer  

7:30 pm – 12:00 am 

Victoria Myers Scholarship &  
Dr. Bennett Cooper Awards Banquet 

(Registered conference attendees' admission included in registration) 
Additional tickets available for purchase by Tuesday at 3:00 pm 

Ticket required for entry 

Audubon Ballroom  
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Thursday, July 30, 2026 

9:00 am – 11:00 am  
Annual Business Meeting  Audubon Ballroom 

12:30 pm – 1:30 pm Post Conference Planning Committee Meeting 
(Conference Planning Committee Members Only) Starling 

 


