
 
The National Association of Blacks in Criminal Justice  

2026 Thurgood Marshall Scholarship Application  

The National Association of Blacks in Criminal Justice (NABCJ) will award a scholarship to an 
individual who demonstrates academic excellence and financial need. The purpose of the 
Scholarship is to offer deserving students financial assistance in continuing their education in the 
criminal justice field.  

The scholarship is awarded to the candidate who maintains good scholastic standing, exhibits 
financial need, participates in volunteer service, and plans to pursue a bachelor's degree in 
Criminal Justice or a closely related criminal justice field. The amount of the scholarship is 
$3,500.00. This scholarship award is presented annually at NABCJ’s Annual Conference and 
Training Institute. The scholarship recipient is highly encouraged to attend the National 
Conference from July 26th to July 30th, 2026, in Tampa, FL.  

If you are interested, please complete the Scholarship Application. All parts of the application must 
be complete. Incomplete applications will not be considered. ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE 
RECEIVED BY APRIL 15TH. Please use the link: https://form.jotform.com/253377836027060  to 
submit your application. The required documents to complete the application are:  

● A 1,000-word essay on why they are pursuing a career in Criminal Justice and why they are 
seeking the scholarship.  

● Professional Headshot and Biography  
● 1 Professional Reference Letter  

○ This includes a professor, supervisor, etc. Please do not have a family member or 
friend write your reference letter  

● Unofficial High School or College Transcript  
● Verification of Financial Need  

○ This can include: Emancipated Youth statement, a statement from your 
parent/guardian explaining the need for financial assistance, W-2, Form 1040, Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), and/or FAFSA Report. ● Community Service 
Verification Letter  
● Acceptance Letter from a College or University (high school students)  

Candidates who complete the application but are not awarded the Thurgood Marshall 
Scholarship will be considered for the NABCJ’s Anthony Wiley Scholarship in the amount of 
$1,000. If you have any questions, please contact NABCJ’s Scholarship Committee at 
nabcjscholarship@gmail.com. 

https://form.jotform.com/253377836027060

